THE VISION OF THE WEST

Perhaps White learnt more than is recorded and
was satisfied that all the colonists were dead.
Perhaps not. Nobody knows. Only a wander-
ing tradition comes out of that impenetrable mys-
tery and circles round the not impossible romance
of young Virginia Dare. Her father was one of
White's twelve ' Assistants/ Her mother, Eleanor,
was White's daughter. Virginia herself, the first
of all true * native-born* Americans, was born on
the 18th of August, 1587. Perhaps Manteo, 'Lord
of Roanoke, * saved the whole family whose name
has been commemorated by that of the North
Carolina county of Dare. Perhaps Virginia Dare
alone survived to be an * Indian Queen' about the
time the first permanent Anglo-American colony
was founded in 1607, twenty years after her birth.
Who knows?

These twenty sundering years, from the end of
this abortive colony in 1587 to the beginning of the
first permanent colony in 1607, constitute a period
that saw the close of one age and the opening
of another in every relation of Anglo-American
affairs.

Nor was it only in Anglo-American affairs that
change was rife. 'The Honourable East India